
In trying to come up with a good 
June Sweet Talk article, the most 
logical choice would be something 
to do with the coronavirus, espe-
cially the Jackson County Phase 
One directives.

The trouble with that idea is that 
by the time you get this article and 
are reading it, Phase One is already 
over and we are into Phase Two, 
right? Everyone respected and con-
sistently observed the hand wash-
ing, social distancing and wearing 
masks for the last three weeks and 
we seamlessly moved into Phase 
Two for two more weeks.

But we can’t talk about Phase 
Two until the area Mayors and 
County Executive Frank White have 
multiple ZOOM phone calls to col-
laborate on what should be includ-
ed in the Phase Two criteria.

So, what do we talk about?
In an earlier Sweet Talk Article, 

we talked about the changes and 
improvements going on in Sugar 
Creek during the Covid 19 pan-
demic. Where are we now?

Sugar Creek Gymnasium: As of 
this writing, the new 20 Ton HVAC 
unit has been set to the north of the 
Gym. The exterior and interior duc-
twork has been installed. EVERGY 
has been contacted to install the 

3-phase electrical upgrade neces-
sary to run the big unit. They have 
scheduled the Gym for the week 
of May 18th. Smaller HVAC units 
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Changes, Improvements Amid Quarnatine

How times have changed! Each June we have 
prepared for one of the biggest events in the City of 
Sugar Creek, the annual Slavic Festival. Our past June 
Newsletters have highlighted all the upcoming Slavic 
Festival events.

Due to restrictions on events, the 35th Annual Sugar 
Creek Slavic Festival is moving to September this year. 
The original dates, June 5th and 6th, have been changed 
to September 18th and 19th.

According to Debbie Ray, festival chairperson, plans 
are being redrawn for what the Fall event looks like. 
“Some things have changed with everything that is 
going on,” Ray said. “Our headline band, Grammy-
winner Brave Combo, has a scheduling conflict, and 

we’re checking with vendors and other entertainers - 
some of whom were planning to come from Nebraska 
and Texas.” Ray said the Festival’s announcement post 
on Facebook expresses the can-do attitude that the com-
mittee is taking - “We’ve been at this for 35 years and 
we’re not stopping now.” She said the reschedule is an 
opportunity to try some things that the committee has 
been considering and cooler Fall weather plays a part in 
that. “We’re excited with how things are lining up and 
to be part of the city’s 100th anniversary celebration.”

Look for more announcements soon.
For more information, check www.slavicfest.com, or 

follow the festival on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/SugarCreekSlavicFestival. 

Slavic Festival Postponed Until September



FROM THE DESK OF MAYOR MIKE LARSON...
Council Meeting Minutes 04/13/2020

• Due to local stay-at-home orders, the 
regular Council Meeting of the Board of 
Aldermen of Sugar Creek, Mo was held 
via ZOOM. This was an open meeting 
available to the public.

• The Meeting was called to order at 
6:00 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, a 
quorum was established and the Consent 
Agenda was passed unanimously. As there 
was no business from the floor, the Mayor 
began asking for approval of 8 ordinances. 
All passed unanimously. 

• Five ordinances authorized payments 
to various businesses the City had ordered 
goods or services from. Payments will 
be made to Portwood Mobile Welding 
and Repair for hand rails at Mike Onka 
Hall, Kansas City Structural Steel for a 
metal roof covering the new patio at Mike 
Onka Hall, Wil-Pav for work at 10610 US 
24 Highway, Toyne out of Beda Iowa for 
repairs to Pumper One fire engine, and to 
Wil-Pav for concrete work at Mike Onka 
Hall. An ordinance to approve the 2020-
2021 Health Insurance rates was passed 
unanimously. An ordinance to approve 
a Special Use Permit to Ideker Asphalt 
Company was approved unanimously. 
An ordinance approving an agreement 
with Wald & Co. for a firework’s display 
on the evening of the Fourth of July was 
approved unanimously. 

• Alderman Steffen asked about the 
return of T-Ball money as the season has 
been cancelled. City Administrator Casey 
assured the Alderman that refund checks 
will be going out Thursday, 4/16. The 
Alderman also asked about the enforce-
able stay-at-home order the Council 
passed the previous week. It has been 
reported that families are getting together 
inside of a single residence. Is this activ-
ity violating social distancing and if so 
how or when will the action be reported 
and enforced? All agreed that we are in 
uncharted waters and that for the time 
being, if a supposed violation is observed, 
report said violation to the Police and 
allow them to investigate the situation. 
Chief Soule would prefer to react to 
groups of 10 or more which would be a 
clear violation but will respond to each 
call on an individual basis. In the Chief’s 
estimation, there is considerably less traf-
fic in terms of what he has noticed on the 
highways, the number of traffic stops and 
the number of tickets being written. In 

general, most citizens are respecting the 
order and staying at home. 

• Alderman Mikulich discussed the 
Rental Inspection Policy. There was an 
initial effective date of July 1 but with 
the virus would it be acceptable to move 
the start date to August 1. All Aldermen 
agreed the change. The appropriate chang-
es will be made and an ordinance will be 
brought before the Council at the 4/27 
meeting. 

• City Administrator Casey wanted to 
thank Talon Concrete for the very gener-
ous donation of 117 yards of concrete for 
the repairs and upgrades at Mike Onka 
Hall. This has an approximate retail 
value of $15,000. Mr. Casey reminded 
the Aldermen that he had sent them the 
cost of demolition of 917 N. Sterling. 
After much discussion most centering 
around how to recover any monies the 
City spends in the tear down and haul off, 
the Aldermen voted 4-0 to approve the 
demo of the building for a not to exceed 
cost of $35,000. This will remove most 
of the walls down to the concrete slabs. 
The concrete flooring/slabs will be left. 
Mr. Loving reminded the Aldermen that 
by not removing the slab flooring, an 
environmental inspection will be avoided. 
Removing the slab could cost and addi-
tional $27,000. 

• Chief Soule in his report talked about 
his efforts to acquire safety gear for the 
Police Department and Fire Department. 
As of this writing, the Chief has found a 
handful of masks and gloves for the Police 
Department and a few gloves, masks and 
protective suits for the firemen. As hard as 
he has looked, the supply of safety gear is 
just not out there. 

• The Council then voted to move into 
Closed Executive session to discuss several 
personnel issues. 

• A motion was made and seconded 
to return to open session followed by a 
motion and second to adjourn which was 
approved unanimously. 

• The Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m.

Council Meeting Minutes 04/27/2020
• Due to the Coronavirus, the meet-

ing was once again held using the ZOOM 
meeting program.

• Present: Mayor Larson, Aldermen, 
Sagehorn, Ray, Mikulich, and Steffen, City 
Administrator Pat Casey, City Clerk Jana 
Dickerson, City Attorney Jennifer Baird, 

and Department Heads and the public.
• The meeting was called to order at 

6:00 p.m.
• After the Pledge of Allegiance, the 

Consent Agenda was passed unanimously. 
Nine bills were offered to the Board of 
Aldermen.

1. Approve an agreement with Superior 
Electric – passed unanimously

2. Approve an agreement with Brandt’s 
Glass – passed unanimously

3. Approve an agreement with Schefer’s 
Roofing – passed unanimously

4. Approve an agreement with Anderson 
Mechanical – passed unanimously

5. Approve an agreement with EVERGY 
– passed unanimously

6. Execute payment to KC Ready Mix 
(TIF payment) – passed unanimously

7. Approve an easement with SPIRE – 
first reading only approved

8. Amend the Building Code of ordi-
nances to include a new Article establish-
ing a Rental Inspection Program – passed 
unanimously

9. Authorize payment to Schulte for 
water meters – passed unanimously

Proclamation: By proclamation of the 
Mayor of Sugar Creek, the Stay-At-Home 
order set to expire on April 27 is extended 
to May 15. This aligns the City of Sugar 
Creek with the orders of Jackson County – 
passed unanimously

• The Mayor reported that most of what 
he had been doing since the last meeting 
had been reported in the daily This Week 
in the Creek. 

• Alderman Steffen reported that a resi-
dent had complained to him about the 
sheep smell coming from the residence on 
Forest. Mr. Loving stated that since a com-
plaint had been made, an investigation of 
the complaint would occur.

• City Administrator Casey informed the 
Council that bids had been received for 
protective 6-foot fencing around the new 
HVAC unit to the North of the Gym. The 
low bid was a little over $4000 and includ-
ed fencing around the smaller unit for the 
front offices. Mr. Olah of KC Structural 
Steel told Mr. Casey that installation of the 
canopy at Mike Onka will begin in about 2 
weeks. The roofers are scheduled to begin 
on May 4 and finish in about 5 days, 
weather permitting of course. Painting of 
the interior of the gym has been offered to 

–– See “From Mayor Mike Larson’s 
Desk” on page 4
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Public Works
SMOKIN’ IN THE CREEK– Smokin’ In the Creek BBQ contest has 

been rescheduled for October 16 & 17, 2020, a concert will be open 
to the public on Friday October 16 for all to enjoy. Food vendors will 
be available during the concert. Watch for more information in the 
coming months..

GLASS RECYCLING– The glass recycling container is at the park-
ing lot at 11232 Chicago at the old gymnasium. 

LARGE TRASH ITEMS– Since November 2016, the city has con-
tracted with Republic Services for trash and recycling collection. Since 
that time the City no longer has a large item pickup for residents. As 
a resident you can contact Republic to pick up one item from your 
residence, such as a couch or dresser, the first item is free, each addi-
tional item is an extra charge, you can arrange for multiple pickups, 
but only one item per pickup. Be sure to let the operator know that it 
is Sugar Creek address and no charge for one item. The phone number 
is 816-254-1470.

TAKE THE PLEDGE TO PLANT FOR CLEAN WATER– The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has identified stormwater 
runoff as the number one threat to water quality. Be part of the solu-
tion! There are lots of ways you can help improve our water. Pledge to 
plant for clean water and learn some easy things you can do to protect 
our most precious resource. Visit  http://www.bluethumb.org/pledge/ 
for more information.

Parks & Recreation
T-BALL– We have decided it is in the best interest of all parties 

involved to cancel the T-Ball season this year. 
SUGAR CREEK GYMNASIUM– The gym is being worked on and 

will be ready for use as soon as we get the go ahead!
CONCERT IN THE PARK– We are still planning on having a concert 

in the park, at Wells Park on Friday, June 26. Watch for more details!

NEWS FROM CITY DEPARTMENTS
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This year, National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week 
was been a different. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, our annual 

9-1-1 Telecommunicators 
Celebration hosted by Mid-
America Regional Council 
was cancelled.

This was especially dis-
appointing since one of 
our own was being recog-
nized for her hard work 
and dedication. Bethany 
Wicker was the 2020 award 
recipient for Outstanding 
Individual Performance In 
A Critical Incident.

Bethany dealt with a 
very intense situation in 
September of 2019 that 
led to a metro-wide assist 
with 9 outside agencies 

responding. She handled everything from 9-1-1 calls, radio traf-
fic (including police, fire, outside police, outside dispatchers, & 
monitoring SWAT), notifications to AMR, Spire, & Evergy, calls to 
neighboring houses to evacuate the area, and so much more. She 
did all of this with calm and control.

Congratulations, Bethany! We are so happy to have you as part 
of our team in Sugar Creek!

Local Police Dispatcher
Honored For Service On January 27, 2020, the Board of Aldermen approved an Ordinance 

calling an election in the City of Sugar Creek on June 2, 2020, for the 
purpose of submitting to the qualified voters a proposition for the 
imposition of a half-cent sales tax for the operation of the City’s Fire 
Department. 

The question that will be submitted to the qualified voters is: 
“Shall the City of Sugar Creek impose a sales tax of one-half of one 

percent (1/2%) for the purpose of providing revenues for the operation 
of the City of Sugar Creek Fire Department and said one-half of one 
percent (1/2%) sales tax to terminate on April 7, 2030, unless extended 
by the qualified voters of the City of Sugar Creek?”

If passed, the revenue generated from the half-cent sales tax would 
go directly to capital improvements for the Fire Department only. 
These capital improvements will include Fire apparatus, replacing 
expiring SCBA bottles, replace aging and/or outdated equipment, 
staffing and expanding training to meet the communities evolving 
needs. Further, if approved, the proposed half-cent sales tax will 
sunset in ten (10) years unless the voters approve an extension of the 
sales tax. 

A partial list of the planned improvements phased-in over the life-
time of the proposed sales tax is:

1. Replace 2001 E-One Pumper 2
2. Replace 40 self-contained breathing apparatus bottles
A self-contained breathing apparatus is a device worn by firefighters 

to provide breathable air 
3. Bunker Gear
4. Evolve and Expand Department Training
5. Fire department staffing

June 2: Sales Tax Election

––– See “Election To Be Held June 2, 2020” page 4

LATE FEES TO RESUME
Late Fees and Penalties will resume for nonpayment of 
utility bills in June 2020. The City of Sugar Creek has 

taken the Covid-19 Pandemic seriously. While City Hall 
was closed to the public, we appreciated customers 

continuing to promptly pay their utility bills.
During the last two months we did not assess late fees 
or penalties for nonpayment of these bills. In June, we 

will be again be collecting fees for late and nonpayment 
IRU�WKH�0D\�8WLOLW\�ELOOLQJ��,I�\RX�DUH�KDYLQJ�D�GLIÀFXOW�WLPH�

paying your bill, please contact City Hall 816-252-4400
to discuss your situation.
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have been installed to heat and cool the front 
offices. New interior LED electrical lighting 
has been installed as well as exterior LED 
lighting to protect all of the Cities investments. 
Local Sugar Creek paint contractors have been 
contacted to get bids to paint the interior of 
the Gym. Due to the coronavirus, earlier dates 
for new doors and windows arrival and instal-
lation have been moved to the middle of May. 
Last but not least, by the time you are reading 
this article, the roof will be finished. 

Mike Onka Hall: The Hall underwent 
some improvements to the building in 2019; 
windows, cleaning, new paint and new bath-
room floors. In 2020, the exterior concrete 
steps were demoed and rebuilt. The sidewalk 
leading from the top of the steps to the patio 
were demoed and repoured. The patio was 
demoed and repoured. The physical labor 
was completed by Wil-Pav. The concrete was 
donated by Central Plains through their sub-
sidiary Ready-Mix Inc. By the time you are 
reading this, the new steel roof covering the 
new concrete patio will have been installed by 

KC Structural Steel. Once the roof is up, the 
new handrails will be installed to finish off the 
improvements.

U.S. 24 Highway and Northern flooding: 
On St. Patrick’s Day, an emergency order was 
served on the owners of Best Buy Car Lot 
at 10610 E. US 24 Highway. The emergency 
order was issued to correct a health and safety 
situation. Every time the area flooded and 
the water remained in place for months at 
a time, the possibility of mosquito-born ill-
nesses could be transferred to the public 
existed. Every time the area flooded enough 
to close the intersection, 18 wheelers were 
diverted onto Willow and emergency vehicles 
had to use alternate routes that would always 
take longer. Either scenario had the potential 
to cause property damage or loss of life. To 
remedy the situation, Wil-Pav was hired to to 
remove the fill that the owners put into a sink 
hole to protect a water pipe from freezing. As 
the fill was removed, an intact concrete box 
about 8 feet wide and 30 feet in length was 
discovered at the bottom of the dig. The intact 
concrete box lid was removed revealing years 
of sediment, tree limbs and branches, tv’s and 
bicycles that, once removed by the back hoe, 
allowed the water already backed up on the 
south side of US 24 Highway to flow freely for 
the first time in 5 years. Water continues to 
flow freely from the south side of US 24 into 
Sugar Creek and to the Missouri River.

CHANGES TAKING PLACE 
DURING PANDEMIC 
Q continued from page 1

T hink Spring!
The Sugar Creek Community 
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three local Sugar Creek paint companies. Mr. 
Casey also said that he has received two bids 
for the gym floor. The bids are for replacing 
individual broken, missing boards, sanding, 
restriping and sealing. The two bids range 
from $15,000 to $18,000.

• City Clerk Dickerson stated that the 
next few weeks will be devoted to enrolling 
Sugar Creek employees in the various health 
programs the City offers through AFLAC, 
CIGNA, American Fidelity and MPR. All of 
this will be done on line for the safety of 
the insurance agent and the employee. The 
City recently received important information 
about the employee CARE ACT. There are 
some exciting opportunities for the employ-
ees to take advantage of.

• Chief Soule stated that the officers have 
had a very busy two weeks. Car chases, a 
couple of shootings, and individuals hid-
ing from officers have kept our officers on 

their toes. The Chief reported that 24 deaths 
from Coronavirus have been reported for 
the entire Jackson County area, 15 of those 
deaths were in the KC metro area. The other 
9 were in the Jackson County area outside of 
KC metro. Chief Soule is diligently continu-
ing his search for masks and protective gear. 
So far, the Chief has found masks but little 
else. 

• Mr. Layton reminded everyone that the 
Public Works offices are closed but PW still 
receives most of the deliveries of supplies 
such as toilet paper, paper towels, facial tis-
sue and so on. Since PW is closed, please 
call with  requests and PW will deliver it the 
departments. 

• Mr. Loving wanted everyone to know 
that Codes is still business as usual as far as 
issuing GOS letters to residents. Mr. Loving 
has received several bids for the demo of 917 
N. Sterling. He will probably wait until the 
coronavirus is passed before contractors are 
invited to the site for an on-site inspection.

• Finance Director McGhee told everyone 
that the Finance Department is still on lim-
ited hours for the foreseeable future. Even 
with shorter hours the ladies are able to keep 
up with the quantity and volume of work 
through emails, texts and voicemails and the 

occasional customer that needs assistance at 
the front office door. Before we know it, it 
will be time to start working on the budget.

• Fire Chief Richardson complimented 
Chief Soule’s efforts to obtain safety equip-
ment. Chief Richardson has also found a few 
masks and a couple of biohazard bags which 
are used to place protective gear in and then 
place the bag in the Independence decontam-
ination trailer. The Chief asked about the tax 
issue that was moved to the June ballot. He 
will begin reminding citizens about the bal-
lot issue and how badly the fire department 
needs the money to plan for the future.

• With no further business, the Board 
moved into closed executive session. During 
the closed session, a matter of litigation was 
discussed as well as a personnel issue. 

• The Board voted to move back into Open 
session and immediately voted to adjourn at 
7:00 p.m.

FROM MAYOR MIKE 
LARSON’S DESK 
Q continued from page 2

The City of Sugar Creek
reminds all residents...

PLEASE BE SURE 
TO RECYCLE



June 2nd Election Health tips:
• Bring hand sanitizer and sanitize both before and after entering 

the polling station. DO NOT touch your face.
• Consider wearing a mask to cover your nose and mouth, espe-

cially when indoors in a public place.
• Follow election officials’ instructions and markers to stay at least 

SIX feet apart from fellow voters.
• If you may be sick (trouble breathing, chest pain, blue lips, fever 

or coughing), stay home and contact your doctor or dial 911.
• If you’re sick or vulnerable, please take extreme caution! Your 

health is Sugar Creek First Responders’ number one priority.

This informational article was prepared by and paid for by the City 
of Sugar Creek Fire Department. The Fire Department would be happy 
to answer any questions or concerns regarding the ballot referendum. 
Citizens are welcome to call 816-521-7923 ext. 3 or visit the Firehouse 
at 1001 Heroes Way. 
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NEIGHBORLY NEWS
Life of Orndorff Remembered

Frank E. Orndorff of Shawnee, KS passed 
away on April 21, 2020 at the age of 99.

No services will be held at this time. A 
graveside celebration of life will be held in 
August at Mt. Washington Forever Cemetery 
in Independence, Missouri.

Mr. Orndorff lived most of his life in 
Kansas City and graduated from Northeast High School in 1938 
and the Kansas City Teachers College in 1941. Frank received 
both a Master’s Degree in 1950 and a Professional Diploma 
in School Administration in 1953 from Teachers College, 
Columbia University in New York City during summer sessions. 
Mr. Orndorff taught sixth and seventh grade classes at Mark 
Twain, James, Carlisle, and Graceland Elementary Schools in 
the Kansas City Missouri School District from 1946 to 1955. He 
served as an elementary school principal for the next twenty-
seven years. He served at Garrison Elementary from 1955 to 
1962, at both Sugar Creek and Carlisle Elementary Schools from 
1962 to 1979, and at James Elementary from 1979 to 1982. Mr. 
Orndorff retired from the Kansas City School District in June, 
1982. Mr. Orndorff served as an officer in the Schoolmaster 
Club, the Kansas City District Teachers Association, the Kansas 
City Elementary Principals’ Association and the Kansas City 
Association of School Retirees.

Frank then entered into his second career that lasted 26 
years. He renovated numerous older homes, helped various 
organizations such as Central United Methodist Church and the 
Shepherd Center as well as many close friends with multiple 
handy man type projects. He always enjoyed his projects that 
keep him busy while helping others.

Mr. Orndorff was an army veteran of World War II and served 
33 months in North Africa and Europe with an Anti-Aircraft 
Artillery Battalion which was attached at various times to the 
3rd Army, the 5th Army and the 7th Army.

Mr. Orndorff was preceded in death by his parents, four 
sisters, two brothers, and a nephew. Survivors include a niece 
and her family.

Amos Will Be Missed
Ruth Ann Amos, 75, of Kansas City, MO, 

passed away on Saturday, April 25, 2020. 
She is survived by her husband of 52 

years, Orville Amos, of the home. She is also 
survived by her brother, Ernie Henderson of 
Sugar Creek, MO. 

She was the best thing that ever happened 
to Orville, as everyone already knows.

Life of Vogel Remembered
James Edward Vogel, age 84, of Sugar Creek, passed away 

April 30, 2020.

Lafal Will Be Missed
Dennis M. Lafal, 72, of Sugar Creek, MO went to be with the 

Lord at his home on May 9, 2020. A Celebration of Life will be 
held at a later date. He served his country in the U.S. Army.

ELECTION TO BE HELD JUNE 2, 2020 
Q continued from page 3

 At !he "i#a$y...
JUNE 2020

ALL RESIDENTS, 
PLEASE NOTE:

All Kansas City 
Public Library locations are 
closed as of Friday, March 
15, 2020. Visit our website, 
kclibrary.org for updates.

THE LITTLE FREE LIBRARY AT 
11420 BURTON IS OPEN!

The library has been cleaned and the books are individually 
wrapped in plastic bags that are taped closed.

These books are yours to keep.
There are some new books for the children.

The Free Library is outside, so the contamination threat is low.
Librarians will frequently clean the library surfaces and re-

move books to store elsewhere.
 During this time, please do not add books or return books.

We will advise you of any changes.

KEEP READING SUGAR CREEK!
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